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Flave you ever rvondercd and u,orried about the shapc ol- the Church for
the fr-rture. The diff icult ies o1' lal l ing nr-rnrbcrs. support ing buildings and
comrlunities, the increasing clivergence of activities pcople are involved
in. Ilorv is thc Cliurch going to support the structures that already exist
whilst rnaintaining a relevance to the communities we exist in.

Pete Ward begins to explore the issues of a future shape irr this book. of
a church u,ith a foundation in rnodernity but facing an increasingly post
moclern culture, a church which in the past i-rad a solid structure as a,
'Nostalgic Comurunit)'. as a Rcfuge ancl as a Ileritage Site.' in the way it
operated and related to society. To otre that needs to be more fluid,
Liquid Church, as to who is ltart of the church and u,ho is not, in al-r
increasingl), consLllllerised socict), the po\\rer of choice, to opt in to this
and out of that, Ward argues for a morc fluid respousc, thau a churcir that
sinrpll' offers sacraments and prcaching of the word. the pillars of solid
churcir, as the essentials lloi 2.0001'ears of being IN the church.

Pele Ward does not give any allswers but poses very relevarrt questions to
the church in the west in thc 21't Century and as a starting point for
discussion is an excellent book and perhaps asks us at St Mary's how rve
can be Chulch to tlie torm centre of Banbury for: the luture. Should others
read, Liquid Church, or sinrilar \ /orks, I would oertainly valuc further
discussion.
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