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A Book about Plrilosophy, Theology and History may not be yotll.olle you

autonatically take f*; th. book shell but if you have any interest into the

ear l yc l r t r r ch ,and thes to ryo f the lb i t h rvep ro fess today t l ren t l r i seasy to
r.ad book rvill be a challenging read'

Thef i rs t th ingtosayFleemanwt. i tes l r isbookasHistory , f romahistor ica l
perspect ive,cer ta in lynotaChr is t ia t roneandldon, t t l r inkaphi losopl r ica l
one .Hebeg insbyse t t i ng t l - reea r l ych t t l ch in i t , sGreek ,p l r i l osop l r i ca l
context of the Eastem Mediterranean, takes us through the early church as

it defines itself tl-rrougli controversies' such as tl-re Arian *::]"*^r;ii:l

:j.::Jl[:: 
';;*;; 

M;;'";i*? rt rooks at the characters of Paur.

Augr"rstine and Clonstantine amongst others' and argues a that a Church

born out of Greek ir..-prr1".ophical thougl'rt, became a doctrine of 'faith'

linked to political po.t., that aitually stifled human develop'rent u'til the

Age of Enlightenment and the Renaissance'

..YetClrr ist iari i tygrervinaworldirrwlr icl.ratradit ionofdebatewas

deep l y roo ted . . ' T l r eC l r r i s t i a r r s requ i rec l aun i f on r r i t yo f
thought in order to maintain the coherence of their movement but

this proved impossible to achieve"""Augustine saw only one

orthodox Christianiiy but eighti' heretical ones' The nunrber is in

itself a tribute to tl'e ferrility of the Greek mind and shows how

unlikely it was ,nuf u to""'l'u' on doctrine would ever have been

acl r ievedthrot rghc l isc t rss ionalone. . ' , . . . .Cotrs tant ineapprec iated
the advantages of integrating Christianity into the.state' This was a

far_seeing move in tha:t it aimed to avoid the debilitating effects of

persecution ur'tO *ialntd the potential supporl for an empire under

stress. " ( i .)



The result of this Freeman argues was, "christianity becoming an
exclusive and authoritarian" (2.) religion which the gospels in
themselves do not support? A religion engaged in determining
boundaries as opposed to the Greek world of pushing boundaries.

Here is a book that asks question of the faith we profess today, where
it came from? How we came to be part of it? It does challenge us
with the History that played a part in the doctrine we profess today
and gives an interesting insight into the early church and its first 300-
400 years that shaped us today as well as exploring the historical
relationship with Church and state.

Rev Neil Eldridge

l .  charles Freeman, The closing of the western Mind rhe Rise of faith and the fall
of reason, Published by Will iam Heinemann 2002 pg14i.
2. pg 140

Reformed Theology and Theologians (3)

Czech rel igious teacher much inf luenced by the
wri t ings of John Wycl i f fe.  Many of his teachings
anticipated those of the Reformation. He was
burned at the stake in 14'15 but became a
nat ional hero. The Bohemian Brethren, fol lowing
his teachings, emphasised Christ ian discipl ine,
rejected military service and private property and
general ly stood for a pure and simple Christ ian
life. Their modern successors are the Moravtan
Church.


